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Introduction
Written by Molly Murphy

Welcome to The Haskell Times!  This 

Haskell School newspaper is brought to 

you by a group of middle school 

students who wanted to create 

something that the whole school could 

share.  The paper consists of teacher 

interviews, club updates, music reviews, 

and so much more!  The Haskell Times 

is a fun, quick read that’ll fill you in on 

all the school news in a cool way.  We 

can’t wait for you to read this paper and 

we hope you look forward to the next 

updates!
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Introducing Mr. Doolittle
Written by Giavanna Cafasso

This year we have a new principal 

named Mr. Doolittle. He has been 

teaching since he was 21 and worked at 

a school for 12 years before Haskell 

School as a K-12 Literacy Supervisor. 

He is looking forward to getting to 

know all of the students and teachers 

and being a part of the Haskell team 

and community this year. His favorite 

foods are ribs and cheeseburgers, and 

one of his favorite sports teams is the 

New York Mets. He likes all types of 

music, and his favorite movie is 

“Guardians of the Galaxy”. His favorite 

book is “The Little Prince” By Antoine 

St. Exupery, and he is also a huge fan 

of Harry Potter. He has 2 children, a 

son and a daughter, and his favorite 

show to watch with them is My Little 

Pony. He has a pet dog and dogs are his 

favorite animal. One of his favorite 

holidays is Thanksgiving, and when he 

goes on vacation with his family, they 

go to Lake Erie to visit the rest of his 

family. Mr. Doolittle will be a great 

addition to the Haskell Family and we 

are so happy to have him as our new 

principal!

Principal Mr. Ken Doolittle
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This year, Haskell School has a new Middle 

School Language Arts teacher named Ms. Till. 

To help all of the students get to know her a 

little better, we asked her to answer 12 fast 

facts!

 

How do you like Haskell School so far?

I love Haskell School so far.  The school feels 

like one big family and I love getting to work 

with such great colleagues.  The students at 

Haskell make work easy because of their 

willingness to learn and try new things!

 

What are you most excited for this school 

year?

I am most excited to learn from my students and 

reach our goals together.

 

What are your goals for this school year?

Inspire my students to set high goals and 

achieve them, to become more familiar with 

middle school literature, and to continue to grow 

and learn as a teacher.

 

What was your favorite subject to learn in 

school?

Math and Creative Writing

 

How long have you been teaching?

This is my first year teaching.

 

Where did you go to school?

Monmouth University

 

     

Fast Facts about Ms. Till
Written by Molly Murphy

 

What is your favorite book?

“Wonder” by R.J. Palacio

 

Do you like teaching middle school?

Teaching middle school is a lot of fun, and I 

love all of my students.

 

Do you have any hobbies?

I love to color and write.

 

What is your favorite food?

Chicken Parmigiana

 

What is your favorite Television Show?

SEAL Team

 

What is your favorite kind of music?

Country

 
 

Language Arts Teacher Ms. Carlie Till



P A G E  4

Haskell School has a new Middle School 

Science teacher this year named Mr. 

Connolly. Mr. Connolly is originally from 

Wanaque and as a middle school student, 

he went to both Wanaque and Haskell 

Elementary Schools. He started at 

Wanaque School before moving to Haskell 

and going to Haskell School. He loves 

teaching at Haskell School and hopes his 

students enjoy being in his classrooms. He 

most looks forward to watching his 

students grow as learners, and to help 

them succeed! While talking to Mr. 

Connolly, we found out some interesting 

facts about him!

 

Mr. Connolly’s favorite animal is 

dinosaurs, and his favorite color is blue! 

Every time you walk into his classroom, 

you see a big stuffed, dark blue dinosaur! 

That can give you a clue that he likes 

dinosaurs and his favorite color is blue. 

His favorite planet is big, bad Jupiter. He 

finds the big red spot so interesting. If he 

were to pick another subject to teach other 

than science, he would choose math. His 

favorite type of Science is Earth Science, 

and he loves learning about the geologic 

time scale.

 

 

 

Introducing Mr. Connolly
Written by Alyssa Bolduc

 

 

If Mr. Connolly could change anything 

about Haskell School, he would have more 

spirit days! He thinks spirit days help 

represent diversity and he thinks that they 

help bring people together. He thinks that 

bringing people together is important, and 

it would help students find things in 

common with each other and help students 

make new friends.

 

Haskell School is so happy to have Mr. 

Connolly here with us this year, and we 

are excited for an amazing year in 

Science!

 

     

Science Teacher Mr. Shaun Connolly
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If you have been at Haskell School for a long 

time, you might think you know everything. 

But, some of our teachers have hidden talents 

that they are finally going to share with us 

all! Take a look at what they’ve been hiding 

from us! 

 

Mr. Paradiso was the captain of Lakeland 

Regional High School’s bowling team, and 

bowls competitively in tournaments on the 

weekends.

 

Mr. Evans builds websites in his free time 

when he isn’t teaching or DJ’ing our school 

dances.

 

Mrs. Morton was a basketball coach and 

played the clarinet in high school.

 

Mrs. Bede played softball when she was 

younger

 

Mr. Bump can play the the drums really well.

 

Mrs. Spirko has worked extensively on her 

family tree and has found relatives in 

Slovakia and Greece that she has gone to 

meet.

 

Mrs. Courtney was a fencer in high school 

and got to compete in the Junior Olympics in 

Little Rock, Arkansas when she was a senior.

 

Mrs. Hoey is fluent in American Sign 

Language.

Teacher Hidden Talents
Written by Molly Murphy

Mr. Paradiso when he was the captain 

of Lakeland Regional High School's 

Bowling Team

Mrs. Courtney when she was a fencer in 

High School and went to the Junior 

Olympics
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In October, Wanaque and Haskell 

School held the annual Halloween 

Dance for Middle School. Students 

in grades 6-8 from both Wanaque 

and Haskell attended the event. As 

usual, Mr. Evans was the DJ and 

played great music to get everyone 

on the dance floor! There was a 

snack bar for students to enjoy 

refreshments while they danced, and 

there were fun Halloween Games, 

such as the Mummy wrap. Overall, 

the dance was a blast and the 

students had a wonderful time! Keep 

a look out in our next issue for more 

dance highlights and pictures!

Halloween Dance 
Highlights
Written by Giavanna Cafasso
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Mallory’s Army presented to our 

school a powerful presentation on the 

effects of bullying. This presentation 

aimed to change the way you think of 

how bullying and how it can lead to 

tragic events. Mallory was a 12 year 

old girl from Rockaway, New Jersey. 

She was a fun and loving girl who 

enjoyed gymnastics and all of the 

other things a 12 year old girl would 

like. She was also very loved by her 

family. 

 

However, she was being horribly 

bullied on a daily basis by a group of 

girls in her school. They tormented 

her through social media, pranked her 

at school, and treated her badly. After 

a long time, Mallory finally confessed 

to her mother about most of the 

bullying that had been going on.

Her family tried to go to the school to 

resolve it, but the bullying had 

continued. Unfortunately, it had 

become too much for her to handle 

and on June 14, 2017, Mallory 

Grossman decided her only way out 

was to end her life. 

 

Mallory's Army
Written by David DaSilva

 

 

Since her death, Mallory’s family 

created Mallory’s Army. Their goal is 

to share Mallory’s story, help stop 

bullying, and help other children 

affected by bullying. They spread their 

message through coming to schools 

and talking about Mallory, and giving 

out blue bracelets that say 

#MallorysArmy

 

Mallory’s mother’s words made us cry, 

laugh, and feel her pain and most 

importantly, gave us all a lot to think 

about how we treat each other. The 

powerful message this presentation 

gave to our school will remain long 

after this assembly is over, and we 

hope that it has made the students 

think twice before bullying others.

 

 

     

Mallory's Army Logo. Courtesy of 

Mallorysarmy.com
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 Haskell School offers a variety of clubs for 

Middle School Students to join. Below are a 

description and update for each club Haskell 

School has to offer.

 

ACROSS AGES : The Across Ages club has 

already had six meetings and is super excited 

for the ones to come in the new year!  For 

those of you who don’t know what this club is, 

look no further!  Across Ages is run by eighth 

grade peers who teach sixth graders about 

alcohol and drug abuse.  The younger students 

learn about the harmful effects of specific 

drugs and alcohol.  Across Ages is a fun way 

to learn about these dangers, meet new people, 

and have fun while doing it all!

 

STUDENT COUNCIL :  The Student Council is 

made up of middle school students who put 

together the school’s dances, spirit days, 

fundraisers, sales, and other activities.  Your 

homeroom representatives are students who 

represent each of you in the organization and 

the positions are voted on by the students.  So 

far, the student council has had four group 

meetings and they have planned a 

Thanksgiving activity, multiple spirit days, 

and a school dance!

 

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY : 

National Junior Honor Society is a committee 

made up of elite middle school students.  This

 

 

 

Club Updates
Written by Molly Murphy

club has had multiple meetings already and 

has already set up 4 delicious popcorn Fridays! 

 NJHS has raised money for many fundraisers 

this year and all the members are excited for 

more to come and a great rest of the year!

 

YEARBOOK : Yearbook is an eighth-grader-

only committee that meets early almost every 

morning.  The eighth graders put together the 

entire yearbook for the graduating class.  The 

book is filled with superlatives, remember 

whens, class pictures, club pictures, baby 

pictures, and so much more!  The committee 

hopes the 8th graders are excited for their 

yearbook!

 

MURAL : Mural is also an eighth-grader-only 

club and they are the group that creates the 

mural masterpiece the graduating class will 

leave behind!  The amazing new mural in the 

middle school hallway is almost complete, 

thanks to the eighth graders who help, and of 

course, Mrs. Masiello. 

A Preview of the 8th Grade Mural, 

which is outside of Room 214
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This school year, the Library is holding a 

yearlong reading competition to help 

students earn points for Field Day in 

June. This competition is called "The 

Reading Warrior Challenge", and so far it 

has been a big success! To recap for the 

year so far, the Black team has read a 

total of 927 books while the gold team 

has read a total of 1,167 books. The Gold 

team has earned 30 field day points, 

while the Black team has earned 10 field 

day points. For the month of February, 

we will be keeping track of which 

homeroom reads the most books. 

Whichever homeroom is the winner will 

receive a class party as a prize, 

sponsored by the Haskell PTA. Best of 

luck to both teams for the remainder of 

the School Year. Keep reading as much as 

you can!

 

Another upcoming Library event is our 

annual Dr. Seuss Day celebration. Dr. 

Seuss day this year will be on Tuesday, 

March 19th. The theme for this year will 

be "Oh, The Places You'll Go", which is 

one of the most famous Dr. Seuss stories. 

There is a new station set to premiere 

this year, along with an all new craft! 

We cannot wait until March!

 

Library Updates
Written by Mr. Paradiso

The Reading Warrior Challenge 

Hallway

The Library decorated for Dr. Seuss 

Day.
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1.    Hold Your Head Up High by 

Darlingside

This song is one of those slow, relaxing 

songs that you would want to use while 

waiting to fall asleep. Another reason to 

listen to this song is because if you are 

feeling down, listen to this song, and 

obviously you would feel calmer and 

happier. Check it out on Spotify or Pandora. 

Rating: 9 out of 10

 

2.    Live In The Moment by Portugal. The 

Man

 Despite the name of the band, this is a great 

mix including pop. This song is great for 

using when on the beach while having a 

water gun fight. Also, it is a fun song to use 

before a sports game, to make you pumped 

up! Check it out on Spotify or Pandora. 

Rating: 7.5 out of 10

 

3.    While My Guitar Gently Weeps by 

Tom Petty, Jeff Lynne, Steve Winwood, 

Dhani Harrison, and Prince 

This song was originally made by the 

Beatles. It is a true rock song. This group of 

men made a remake of the song during the 

“Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Live 2004-

2005” as a tribute to George Harrison. It is 

perfect for anyone who loves guitar solos, 

because it is packed with tons of them. 

Rating:  10 out of 10.

 

Music Reviews
Written by David DaSilva

Darlingside Album Cover "Extra Life". 

Image courtesy of Pitchfork.com

Portugal. The Man Album Cover 

"Woodstock". Image Courtesy of 

Pitchfork.com
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Tech Corner: Top 5 Latest 
and Greatest
Written by David DaSilva

OrbitWheel: This is a type of skate/skateboard that is 

separated and free to move around. You propel by inverting 

your wheels back and forth. The wheels are large so you 

can use them on multiple surfaces. They sell for about 

$100.

 

Nest Learning Thermostat: Every household has that 

person who watches the thermostat like a hawk, making 

sure no one touches it. But the Nest Learning Thermostat 

learns the habits of the household on its own, saving 

energy costs and lots of time. It sells for about $227.95.

 

Whistle 3 Pet Tracker: Any dog or cat owner understands 

the panicked feeling that comes from not knowing where 

their pet has wandered off to this time. Whistle 3 is a GPS 

tracker that keeps tabs on your pets, and also monitors 

exercise levels, just in case your pet is sluggish and you 

want to keep an eye on their health. This sells for about 

$99.95.

 

Sennheiser Wireless Headphones: With top-of-the-line 

active noise cancellation and no cord, nothing can distract 

the wearer from a favorite podcast or playlist. These sell 

for about $399.95.

 

Fitbit Charge 3: While most new trackers differentiate 

themselves by adding as many new features as their 

engineers can dream up, the Charge 3 changes it up by 

being both technically advanced yet simple. That unique 

approach makes it one of the most reliable trackers on the 

market. Even with constant heart rate monitoring, the 

Charge 3 has seven days of battery life, and thanks to 

automatic exercise detection and sleep monitoring, the 

waterproof device continues tracking even when you forget 

about it. Users can customize the watch face and band, and 

the accompanying Fitbit app lets you track all of your 

activity. It sells for about $150.

Orbitwheel. Image courtesy of 

Orbitwheel.com

Whistle 3 Pet Tracker. Image courtesy 

of Whistle.com

Fitbit Charge 3. Image courtesy of 

Fitbit.com
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